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RELATING TO THE WILDLIFE REVOLVING FUND  

FISCAL YEAR 2019 

 

PURPOSE 

The goal of the Wildlife Revolving Fund (WRF) is to provide funds to manage and enhance 

public hunting opportunities in Hawaiói.  Act 290, Session Laws of Hawaiói 1991, amended 

Section 183D-10.5, Hawaiói Revised Statutes (HRS), by adding a requirement for an annual 

report to be prepared by the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) on the 

status of the WRF and transmitted to the Legislature no later than twenty days prior to the 

convening of each regular session.  Reporting requirements include: 

 

1. The source and application of monies deposited into the fund, including a description of 

the criteria and process used to determine funding priorities; 

2. A description of programs and activities supported by the fund; 

3. A summary of program highlights and accomplishments; and 

4. A description of future program plans, including specific goals and objectives. 

 

FUNDS 

Section 183D-10.5(b), HRS, provides that the following proceeds shall be retained by or 

transmitted to the Department for deposit into the WRF:   

1. Moneys collected as fees for hunting licenses, attendance of hunter education training 

programs, and use of public target ranges; 

2. Moneys collected under the provision of any law relating to the importation, taking, 

catching, or killing of game, wildlife, and products thereof; 

3. Moneys, other than informers' fees authorized under Section 183D-11, HRS, collected as 

fines or bail forfeitures for violation of Chapter 183D, HRS, or any provision of Chapter 

195D, HRS, concerning wildlife conservation; and 

4. Moneys collected from the sale of: 

A. Any article, in addition to a hunting license, which a person is required to purchase 

from the Department in order to hunt, when the requirement is established by law or 

rule; and 

B. Any work of art upon which the article under A is based. 

 

For Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 the major source of revenue was hunting license sales followed by the 

sale of game tags.  Revenues meet the Departmentôs authorized budget ceiling for the WRF of 

$637,857.00.  New expenditures totaled $444,757.61.  The cash balance at the end of FY 2019 

amounted to $685,259.06, with outstanding encumbrances of $124,585.76 resulting in 

unencumbered cash for carryover of $560,673.30.  
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Status of S-343 

Beginning cash balance of fund on July 1, 2019  $516,685.54 

Revenues during FY 2019    $605,642.42 

Cash transfer from FY 2018 $7,688.71 

Expenditures during FY 2019 - $444,757.61 

Cash balance as of June 30, 2019  $685,259.06 

Unpaid encumbrances as of June 30, 2019                                                                     -$124,585.76 

Unencumbered cash for carryover as of June 30, 2019 $560,673.30 

 

  

Summary of Revenues FY 2019   

Hunting guide licenses and lottery  $24,049.00 

Game bird farmer licenses $4,475.00 

Hunting licenses with wildlife conservation stamp  $323,906.00 

Wildlife conservation stamps  $1,230.00 

Game bird stamps $43,802.00 

Game tags $207,100.00 

Interest $1,080.42 

Total Revenue for FY 2019 $605,642.42 

  

  
Summary of Expenditures FY 2019   

Personnel $180,733.29 

Operations  $258,100.10 

Indirect costs $5,924.22 

Total Expenditures $444,757.61 

  

  
Summary of Outstanding Claims FY 2019   

Operations claims $133,872.51  

Amount expended $15,454.56 

Total remaining balance of outstanding claims $118,417.95 
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FUNDING PRIORITIES  

The WRF has been an important portion of the overall budget to meet obligations of state match 

and operating and salary expenses for hunting program and wildlife management projects.  

Because the major sources of revenue for the WRF come from direct charges to hunters, priority 

is given to expenditures which benefit this user group.  A formal hunting rule change has been 

conducted and was approved in May of 2015.  Therefore, the sale of stamps, game tags, and 

application fees may be assessed to hunters by species, area, and season chosen to hunt.  

 

In budgeting for the WRF, a policy of allotting at least 85% of the budget for the hunting 

program has been in place and followed.  Up to 15% of the budget may be used for nongame and 

wildlife sanctuary management projects that may have dual benefits to game species and 

nongame species.   

 

Section 183D-10.5(e), HRS, also requires that the State first use WRF monies "to maximize the 

State's participation to secure federal funds under the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife 

Restoration Act.ò  Consequently, a priority was given to those expenditures that provided the 

state match for Pittman-Robertson (PR) projects.   

 

The allocation of operating funds to the Division of Forestry and Wildlifeôs (DOFAWôs) Branch 

Offices was done on a lump sum basis to be used on eligible projects.  The operating funds were 

allotted to the Branch Offices based on the respective Branch wildlife program size and 

complexity and amount of revenue generated from license fees.   

 

PROCESS USED 

1. The Departmentôs Fiscal Office and DOFAW coordinated to determine the amount of the 

WRF available for allocation to DOFAWôs Branch Offices. 
 

2. At the beginning of each fiscal year, a portion of the WRF budget is allocated to each 

DOFAW Branch Office and to Honolulu Administrative Staff for projects.  A portion of 

the funds are allocated for temporary personnel to maintain wildlife program functions 

and to pay budgeted add-on salary costs to assist with wildlife projects.  
 

3. Each Branch Office collaborates in the development of the overall annual WRF budget to 

benefit the resources and resource users, all within the criteria of compliance with the 

purpose of the WRF and the necessity to provide state match requirements for PR 

projects.  
 

4. An emphasis was placed on using the WRF for essential expenditures to provide support 

for public hunting opportunities.  
 

5. All expenditures are identified and coded as "WILDLIFE REVOLVING FUND: S-19-

343ò to facilitate tracking and accountability.  
 

6. Expenditures complied with approved categories of expenditures for the WRF as 

established by the Board of Land and Natural Resources on August 13, 1993 (see 

Attachment I appended). 
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HUNTING LICENSE SALES OVERVIEW  

Overall, Hawaiói hunting license sales and sale of non-resident licenses have shown a steady 

increase since 2005 and 2009, respectively (Figure 1 and 2).  Since this combined revenue is 

earmarked in the WRF and used to benefit game management and hunting programs, it suggests 

that hunter recruitment, hunter retention, and hunting tourism programs be actively promoted.  

 

 
Figure 1. The total number of hunting licenses sold in the State of Hawaiói per fiscal year (1999 ï 

2019). 

 

 
 

Figure 2. The total number of non-resident hunting licenses sold per fiscal year (2009 ï 2019). 
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A large number of licensed hunters are residents of Hawaiói Island, followed by Oóahu, Kauaói, 

and Maui (Figure 3).  It is important to note that hunters from any island may be hunting on 

neighboring islands where they do not reside.  For instance, even though the number of licensed 

resident hunters on LǕnaᾶi is low, many hunters from neighboring islands hunt on LǕnaᾶi. 

 

 
Figure 3. The total number of residents with a hunting license per island for fiscal years 2009 ï 

2019. 

 

Interestingly, even though most licensed hunters are men (90%) versus women (10%), the 

number of women hunting license holders have been increasing over the past decade whereas 

the number of men hunting license holders are decreasing (Figure 4). 

 

DOFAW established a $10 wildlife conservation stamp in 2015 and made it a mandatory part of 

the general hunting license, effectively increasing the resident license fee purchase price to $20 

(non-resident $105).  Exhibit 13 in Chapters 13-122 and 13-123, Hawaiói Administrative Rules 

(HAR), establishes fees for wildlife stamps.  Hence a sharp increase in revenues was observed in 

fiscal year 2016 (Figure 5).  For the current fee schedule for hunting licenses, wildlife stamps, 

applications, permits, and tags for special or lottery hunts see Table 2.  
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Figure 4. Percent men and women license holders in the State of Hawaiói for fiscal year 2009 ï 

2019. 

 

 

 
Figure 5. Revenue derived from the WRF for fiscal year 2003 ï 2019.  
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS , AND FUTURE PLANS 

 

KAUAóI BRANCH  

 

Hunting Season Management 

Objectives:  Provide hunting information to the public through announcements and news 

releases.  Manage public hunting seasons in compliance with Chapter 13-122, HAR, regulating 

game bird hunting and Chapter 13-123, HAR, regulating game mammal hunting.   
 

Accomplishments:  The WRF was used to purchase:  1) U.S. Postal Service bulk stamps to mail 

game tags and permits to public hunters; 2) Miscellaneous office supplies to operate the public 

hunting seasons; 3) Bulk fuel to operate game trucks to manage 12 public hunting units; and 4) A 

16ò dump trailer to transport equipment and materials to the field.  The game trucks and tractors 

were also maintained and repaired when needed.   

 

Commission on Hunting License Sales 

Objective:  Pay the Kauaói hunting license vendors for their commission on the sale of the 2018-

2019 Hawaiói hunting licenses.  
 

Accomplishments:  Hunting licenses were available and sold to Kauaói license vendors. 

 

Game Bird Release Project 

Objectives:  Manage and operate the pheasant release project in the Kekaha Game Management 

Area (KGMA). 
 

Accomplishments: The WRF was used to purchase and raise 750 day-old ring-necked pheasant 

chicks to be released in the KGMA.  The project involved raising the birds for the first two and a 

half months of age and releasing them throughout the hunting area. 

 

Game Operations and Maintenance  

Objectives:  Maintain and expand the capacity to manage water units, fences, hunter check 

stations, and other infrastructure necessary for hunting.  Improve game operations and 

maintenance through additional field staffing, equipment, and supplies.  
 

Accomplishments:  The WRF was used to upkeep the 13 hunter public check stations.  Game 

auto-feeders were maintained and operated through the summer and fall season and deactivated 

one month prior to the open season in November.  A total of 30 game bird water guzzlers were in 

operation and were maintained in the KGMA.  Bulk diesel fuel was purchased to operate 

medium and heavy equipment for game management purposes.  This equipment was also 

maintained and repaired when needed.  Lastly, the WRF was used to print hunting information 

and maps and to pay for utility bills, such as electric, water, and telephones. 

 

Total WRF Expenditure for Kauaᾶi Branch:  Operating $32,754.11/Personnel $28,891.74 

 

Future Program Plans 

1. Provide for the administrative costs, such as printing and publishing of game tags, permits, 

and announcements of hunting seasons and additions of new hunting areas - $5,000 (100% 

WRF). 
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2. Incremental development of the proposed Hanahanapuni public shooting/archery range - 

$20,000 (50% WRF). 

3. Continue the artificial game bird release project in the KGMA.  Expand on the game bird 

release project in Hunting Unit I (Wailua GMA) and Unit L (Waimea Heights).  Plan, design, 

and purchase building materials, equipment, and supplies for the construction of a game bird 

rearing facility - $30,000 (100% WRF). 

4. Maintain game vehicles and equipment to manage and operate the Kauaói hunting program - 

$30,000 (50% WRF). 

5. Purchase of construction materials and supplies to maintain existing game management 

facilities, including fences, gates, water units, feeding sites, restrooms, storage buildings, and 

hunter check stations - $30,000 (50% WRF). 

6. Provide air logistical support to conduct surveys, operations, and maintenance of the Kauaói 

game management program - $20,000 (50% WRF). 

7. Provide new hunter access routes to several hunting units.  Procure to hire a consultant to 

assist DOFAW on the Environmental Assessment - $60,000 (50% WRF).   
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OóAHU BRANCH  

 

Game Management  

Objectives:  Maintain and enhance wildlife habitat and facilities on public hunting areas, game 

management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries; and improve game bird and game mammal hunting 

opportunities. 

 

Accomplishments:  Funding was used to manage habitat for game birds, and maintain 

infrastructure designed to facilitate game bird hunting.  For specific activities see the following:  

¶ Funded a biological technician through the Research Corporation of the University of 

Hawaiói to assist with various game related projects, including:  

o Processing and issuing permits for ungulate control/hunting opportunities in forest 

reserves; 

o Assisting with a game bird propagation project; and  

o Maintaining access locks and gates to control hunt areas.  

¶ Spread approximately 1,500 pounds of game bird feed. 

¶ Repaired and maintained tractors, mowers, and equipment used for road and habitat 

maintenance activities.  

¶ Constructed four brooder cages and one fly pen (30ô x 60ô) for ring-necked pheasant 

propagation project FY 2019-2020 with volunteer hunters.  

¶ Purchased 225 ring-necked pheasant chicks to raise for release prior to the upcoming FY 

2020 game bird season. 

 

Total WRF Expenditure for Oóahu Branch:  Operating $26,732.32/Personnel $12,931.68 

 

Future Program Plans 

1. Restore revenue from the sale of hunting tags, stamps, and fees and fill vacant General 

Laborer position - $60,000 (100% WRF). 

2. Fund a Wildlife Technician position to perform tasks related to ongoing management of 

public hunting areas - $25,000 (100% WRF). 

¶ This position will assist the game management Wildlife Biologist in field operations  

3. Purchase equipment and supplies needed for ongoing operations and maintenance in wildlife 

management areas - $15,000 (100% WRF). 

4. Through partnerships with the University of Hawaiói, fund graduate level research to 

understand the socio-economic impacts of Hawaióiôs hunters - $10,000 (100% WRF). 

5. Propagate and release 300 ring-necked pheasants annually - $5,000 (100% WRF).  
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